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this issue: A Message From The Editor ...

The Air Cadet Organisation has a new boss.  
Air Cdre Barbara Cooper makes history 
as the Organisation’s first ever female 
Commandant.  You can meet her on pages 
4 and 5 and find out more about the RAF’s 
First Lady.

Another first for this issue is the new, 
educational feature ‘Download’ where we 
hope you will be informed and entertained 
all at the same time!  In this issue we 
unveil the mysterious world of unmanned 
aviation …

Cadets from every corner of the 
country continue to celebrate the 150th 
anniversary of the cadet movement.  The 
national and regional events – some of 
which are captured in this issue – truly 
reflect the spirit of fun, excitement, 
adventure and community service at the 
heart of the cadet movement. Finally, as 
we enter expedition season for the Duke 
of Edinburgh’s Award, Sqn Ldr Helen 
Gerrish, the Corps’ Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Development Officer, offers a step-by-step 
guide to getting the most out of your DofE 
expedition.  Essential reading for both 
cadets and adult volunteers.

Can’t wait for the next edition of AIR 
CADET?  Well, now you don’t have to – 
there’s more of your news and views in an 
exclusive, online version of the magazine 
– AIR CADET Xtra – on www.raf.mod.uk/
aircadets

Carol McCombe 
Editor, AIR CADET
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A new 
Commandant 
has taken over 
the baton of 
command at 
the Air Cadet 
Organisation.

RAF FIRST LADY 
Making AcO History

Air Cdre Barbara Cooper has made 
history as the first ever female 
Commandant of the Air Cadet 
Organisation – which comprises 
the ATC and the Combined Cadet 
Force (RAF). She took over from 
Air Cdre Ian Stewart who is posted 
to nATO.

The most senior female officer 
in the British Armed Forces, she 
takes up the reins of the post in 
charge of the 60,000-strong ACO 
and is also believed to be the 
first female Commandant in 150 
years of the Cadet Forces.

She will launch herself into 
a packed programme of 
events celebrating the 150th 
anniversary and will have 
an audience at Buckingham 
Palace with HRH The Duke of 
Edinburgh, who is the ATC’ Air 
Cdre-in-Chief.

Air Cdre Cooper, the longest 
serving of four female one star 
officers in the RAF, is a highly 
experienced Personnel Officer. 

She was a keen aviator at the 
start of her career and also held 
a Private Pilot’s Licence. She 
fulfils a dream in being selected 
for the appointment. 

She said: “I am absolutely thrilled 
with this fantastic opportunity to 
lead the ATC and the Combined 
Cadet Force (RAF). 

“I have always had a great deal 
of respect and admiration for 
both cadets and adult volunteers 
who give up their valuable time 
as well as the permanent staff 
who work so hard to deliver a 
complex programme.”

Born in Canada, Air Cdre Cooper 
moved to the UK aged 11 
and attended Evesham High 
School, Worcestershire. She was 
commissioned in the RAF in 1978 
as an air traffic control officer. 

 
After a seven-year short service 
commission she left and gained 
qualifications in property 
management but missing 
Service life she regained her 
commission in 1987 this time 
choosing the Administrative 
Branch.

She had several personnel 
tours in the UK and in Germany, 
including a post as staff officer to 
the Chief of the Air Staff (CAS). 

From 1998-2000 she 
commanded the administrative 
wing of RAF Lyneham in 
Wiltshire and was appointed as 
an Officer of the Order of the 
British Empire (OBE) for her work 
there.

Among other postings she 
was Deputy Director Service 
Personnel Policy (Operations and 
Manning) at the outset of the 
last Gulf Conflict, which included 
responsibility for operational 
welfare policy. 

She also ran the UK’s 
Prisoner of War Information 
Bureau, liaising with the 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross. 

In 2003 in support of the 
operation, she was recognised 
in the Iraq Operational Honours 
List as a Commander of the 
Order of the British Empire (CBE).

In 2005, she assumed the 
appointment of Director 
Royal Air Force Division 
within the Defence Academy 
at Shrivenham, Wiltshire. 

She was selected as a member 
of the 2007 entry of the Royal 
College of Defence Studies 
and completed six months 
before being promoted to Air 
Cdre and being posted into 
the post of Assistant Chief of 
Staff Manpower & Personnel 
Capability at HQ Air Command, 
High Wycombe.

For Air Cdre Cooper this is not 
her first involvement with the 
ACO, she has undertaken the role 
of reviewing officer at a number 
of Combined Cadet Force 
biennial inspections over a 
number of years.

Air Cdre Cooper is also 
president of the RAF Netball 
Association and president of 
the RAF Theatrical Association.  
She enjoys gardening, walking, 
cycling and the theatre. 

She is married to William, a 
retired RAF officer, their home is 
in Cirencester.

 

 
I have been 
lucky in that I 

have enjoyed all of my postings. One of the most interesting was 
as Staff Officer to CAS, but I suspect my tour as Commandant of 
the Air Cadet Organisation will be my absolute favourite. I can’t 
wait. 

Emily Pankhurst – 
she showed  
what can be 
achieved against 
strong opposition. 

Shakespeare. 

Anything by Shakespeare. 

David Tennant – not only 
was he the best ever Dr Who 
but he made an amazing 
Hamlet in a recent modern 
version of the play. 

None, I like cats, but I am allergic! 

Raw carrots, but my favourite 
vegetable to grow is the potato 
– you just pop one into the 
ground, cover it up and a couple 
of months later you have a whole 
crop of them – magic! 

Very mixed, depending on my 
mood. Anything from classical 
to modern. 

Horseriding … I have taken 
too many falls to ride these 
days, but I enjoy watching 
eventing and polo. 

I will soon be on Facebook as the 
new Commandant.

Your favourite posting to date?: 

person who inspired You mos
t?: 

favourite author?: 

favourite plaY?: 

favourite actor?: 

anY pets?: 

favourite vegetable?: 

favourite music?:

favourite sport?: 

social networking?:

Quick fire Questions

for the new boss:
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Celebrating in 
Scotland
Armed Forces cadets from across 
Scotland threw an open invitation 
to the people of Edinburgh to join 
them for the day to help celebrate 
their 150th anniversary.

The cadets took over part of 
Princes Street Gardens offering 
people a chance to scale the 
heights of the massive climbing 
tower, tackle the inflatable assault 
course or have their faces painted 
-camouflage style. 

Others tried out their flying 
prowess on the flight simulator or 
put their first aid skills to the test 
on simulated casualties. 

In the evening the Castle 
Esplanade echoed to the sound of 
the cadets’ own massed pipes and 
drums and massed bands. 

Young cadets also whirled and 
twirled through a fantastic 
highland dancing display and 
the Sea and Air Cadets showed 
their prowess and discipline with 

spectacular drill demonstrations, 
all in front of hundreds of 
spectators and a VIP audience, 
including former Scotland rugby 
star, Gavin Hastings, Honorary 
Colonel of the Lothian and 
Borders Army Cadets.

On Parade
Air Cadets from Devon & Somerset 
Wing, together with their 
colleagues from the Sea Cadet 
Corps and Army Cadet Force, took 
part in a parade through the city 
centre of Exeter to commemorate 
Cadet150.  

Four hundred cadets and staff 
took part in the parade, led by 
various bands from Devon’s cadet 
forces, and the salute was taken 
by the Deputy Lord Lieutenant of 
Devon, Air Vice Marshal Sir Peter 
Squire. 

The day’s celebration ended at 
Wyvern Barracks in Exeter with a 
drum head service. 

CADET150 TAKES 
WINDSOR BY STORM
Thames Valley Wing Cadets  have 
celebrated Cadet150 in style with  
a massed parade through the 
streets of Windsor together with 
Sea and Army Cadets drawn from 
across Berkshire.

The parade marched through 
Windsor town centre, ending at 
the magnificent and historic King 
Henry VIII gate before continuing 
into Windsor Castle itself - the 
first occasion for almost 40 
years that this number of cadets 
has paraded within the Castle 
grounds.  

The guest list included Air Cdre 
Ian Stewart, in one of his last 
duties as Commandant Air Cadets, 
the Lord Lieutenant and High 
Sheriff of Berkshire, Mayors from 
right across Berkshire as well as 
the Governor of Windsor Castle.

Air Cdre Ian Stewart was 
impressed with the turn out.  He 
said: “This has been a splendid 
event where all of the gathered 

VIPs have seen what incredible 
cadets and staff we have in the 
Thames Valley! As the band 
passed the saluting base they 
started playing the RAF March 
Past - that was an incredible 
moment I will remember for many 
years.”

There then followed a service at St 
George’s chapel which is situated 
within the Castle grounds  where 
the Lord Lieutenant’s Cadets read 
prayers  in front of the 500-plus-
strong congregation. Wg Cdr Chris 
Fisher of Thames Valley Wing said: 
“The service was amazing.  You 
could feel the hairs stand up on 
the back of your neck when the 
cadets read the prayers amongst 
the back drop of heraldry and 
splendour.” 

Following the service, the parade 
retraced its steps and performed 
an immaculate march past before 
a celebration photograph of all 
350 VIPs cadets and staff involved 
with the day and a chance to view 
displays  including the latest ACE 
platform which drew big crowds 
from the gathered cadets and 
parents of all three services.

Speaking to the staff and cadets 
after the parade, the Lord 
Lieutenant said: “I am extremely 
grateful for all the effort that has 
gone into making today such 
a success but more than that I 
would like to say how well the 
cadets have performed, being so 
immaculate in appearance and 
perfectly drilled.”

Project Officer, Sqn Ldr Mark 
Trevena, was pleased the event 
ran so well. He added:  “I have 
been working with a Joint Service 
team for almost a year to plan 
and run this event. There were 
many challenges along the 
way but since the event I have 
heard nothing but praise for our 
cadets and staff for the way they 
presented themselves today”.

Armed Forces Cadets enjoying 
the Edinburgh event at Princes 

Street gardens.

Cadets join Queen’s Official Birthday Celebrations
Fifty air cadets from across the 
uK have shared in the thrill of Her 
Majesty the Queen’s 84th birthday 
celebrations on board the RAF 
Tristar taking part in the RAF 
flypast. 

The cadets joined 100 fellow 
Army and Sea Cadets arriving at 
RAF Brize Norton, Oxfordshire to 
check in and board the Tristar, 
some having travelled for over 
four hours to take part in this key 
Cadet150 celebration. 

Showing his support by 
joining the tri-Service cadets 
in the Departures Hall at RAF 
Brize Norton was the Station 
Commander, Air Cdre Jon Ager, 
who was upbeat about the flight 
ahead for the cadets.

He said:  “I am lucky enough to 
talk from personal experience 
having flown in a Queen’s 
Birthday formation sortie some 
four or five years ago.  

“They will fly over Central London 
at about 1500 feet passing Canary 
Wharf on their left hand side 
before passing down The Mall and 
over Buckingham Palace itself”.

Cdt FS James Peacover, from 
1064 (Honiton) Sqn, Devon and 
Somerset Wing, said: “I had to get 
up at five am to get here on time 
but it was worth it. 

“It’s a brilliant opportunity to take 
part today. I was really pleased to 
be one of the four cadets selected 
from our Wing.”

After taking off, the Tristar flew 
over RAF Marham to collect two 
Tornado GR4 aircraft that would 
be flying in close formation, 
before heading over the English 
Channel to form up the full 
formation of 30 aircraft of 13 
different types that had taken off 
earlier from seven different RAF 
Stations. 

All the cadets on board were able 
to visit the busy flight deck during 
the flight. 

The pilot was Wg Cdr Al Green, 
boss of 216 Sqn and a former air 
cadet himself.

He said: “It was a privilege to fly 
the cadets today to mark the 
Cadets’ 150th anniversary on this 
the Queen’s Birthday. 

“They were very enthusiastic and 
seemed to enjoy the day flying 
in the Tristar and seeing the fast 
jets alongside. It’s great to fly the 
cadets as we understand that they 
are the Armed Forces of the 
future.”
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Air Officer Scotland, Air Cdre Harry Atkinson, recently visited 661 VgS and spent time chatting to 
cadets from 1740 (Clydebank) Sqn. 

661 VGS, based at RAF Kirknewton in Midlothian, is one of three Schools operating in Scotland and 
provides the opportunity for cadets in Central & Southern Scotland to experience gliding. The Air 
Cdre’s visit was to see, first hand, how the School promotes and encourages a practical interest in 
aviation among young people. Air Cdre Atkinson said: “There are 2,700 air cadets in Scotland, in 
120 Sqns, all over the country. 

“Whether or not these boys and girls go on to join the RAF does not matter as we firmly believe 
that society benefits from the experiences that young men and women have within the cadets: to 
fly, develop skills to lead expeditions, tour foreign countries, become target marksmen, join bands 

and learn about aviation and aerospace. 

“I am sure that boys and girls that enjoy being members of the Air 
Cadets go on to become better citizens.’’

lotterY success
Cadets and staff from 129 (Tunbridge Wells) Sqn are celebrating – after  securing  £4,632 from the 
Big Lottery Fund. The cash will go towards the provision of two state-of-the-art flight simulators 
for cadets. Sqn boss, Flt Lt Tim Blackwell, said: “Airmanship plays an important role in training and 
educating our cadets and these simulators will not only provide them with a close to ‘real life’ flying 
experience, but will also make the learning process much more enjoyable.” 

Cadets ‘Become Better Citizens’Royal Reception For 
‘Remarkable’ Volunteers
A special reception to celebrate the remarkable contribution of the 
adult volunteers of the Cadet Forces has taken place at the guildhall, 
City of London. 

The reception was attended by His Royal Highness The Duke of 
Edinburgh, The Colonel in Chief of the Army Cadet Force, who 
met some of the 1,300 volunteers and their guests present at the 
Guildhall. They were joined by Defence Minister Andrew Robathan, 
Vice Chief of the Defence Staff General Sir Nicholas Houghton, 
First Sea Lord Admiral Sir Mark Stanhope, Chief of the Air Staff Air 
Chief Marshal Sir Stephen Dalton and the Lord Mayor of the City of 
London Nicholas Anstee. 

The reception was part of the national Cadet150 celebrations, 
marking 150 years of Cadet Forces, which comprise the Sea Cadet 
Corps, Army Cadet Force, ATC and the Combined Cadet Force based 
at schools. 

There are currently 25,000 adult volunteers working with 131,000 
cadets across the UK, and in this anniversary year, the Cadet Forces 
have called for more people from all walks of life to become a 
volunteer. The reception coincided with the publication of a 
study commissioned by Cadet150 into public attitudes towards 
volunteering and giving up their free time, as part of National 
Volunteers’ Week.

Speaking at the reception Mr Robathan said: “Today we are 
celebrating and thanking our cadet adult volunteers. There are 
currently 25,000 within the Cadet Forces, selflessly giving up their 
free time to provide young people with adventurous training, 
activities and skills that they will use in adulthood. The Cadet Forces 
could not function without these outstanding individuals, and I 
urge people from all walks of life to volunteer for such a worthwhile 
institution.”

Flt Lt Will Close-Ash, (pictured) a volunteer with the ATC from 
Bedlington, Northumberland, attended the reception with his 
partner Naomi Bousfield, herself a cadet volunteer. Speaking at the 
reception, he said:“Today has been a real pat on the back for all 
cadet volunteers who contribute so much of their own free time. The 
satisfaction I feel, particularly when taking young people on exciting 
adventure training, is seeing them constantly achieving things for 
themselves, gaining vital skills for adulthood.”

Following the reception, volunteers and cadets from the Corps of 
Drums of the South East London Army Cadet Force performed Beat 
Retreat in Guildhall Yard, with the Vice Chief of the Defence Staff and 
the Lord Mayor of the City of London taking the salute. The reception 
was the first of two national events marking the 150th anniversary of 
the Cadet Forces in the UK.  In a few days’ time, nearly 2,000 cadets 
will parade down the Mall, London, together with a flypast by The 
Red Arrows, followed by a Garden Party at Buckingham Palace.

Air cadets from across the united 
Kingdom provided outstanding 
support at the RAF Association’s 
Annual Conference which took 
place in Blackpool this year. 

The conference was held at the 
Winter Gardens and the cadets’ 
ceremonial duties included 
providing a guard of honour for 
the Chief of the Air Staff, Air Chief 
Marshal Sir Stephen Dalton, when 
he arrived to speak at the event.

Cadets from 177 (Blackpool 
Airport) Sqn, under the command 
of Flt Lt Andrew Nickson, provided 
the guard of honour and CAS 
spoke with each of them as he 
entered the building.

The five winners of the RAF 
Association Flying Scholarships all 
received their flying hours from 
the Chief of the Air Staff, including 
the 35-hour winner, CWO Lewis 
Travers, 19, who is a member of 
342 (Ealing and Brentford) Sqn.

He said: “It was an absolutely 
incredible feeling to hear that 
I had won such a prestigious 
scholarship. We were all excited to 
meet the Chief of the Air Staff but 
also really nervous.”

The scholarships are a form of 
‘thank you’ to members of the Air 
Cadet Organisation nationwide 
who play a vital role in helping 
to collect for the RAF Association 
Wings Appeal. 

On the night before the 
presentation, the cadets 
attended a special dinner held 
in honour of their achievement, 
which was attended by former 
Commandant Air Cadets, Air 
Cdre Ian Stewart and his wife, 
Rosemary. The winners of the 
12-hour scholarships were Cdt 
FS Alexandra Dutch, 19, from 
241 (Wanstead and Woodford) 
Sqn; Cdt Sgt Thomas Lamont, 17, 
from 2056 (Knutsford) Sqn; JUO 
Alice Roberts, 18, of the Welbeck 

Defence Sixth Form College 
Combined Cadet Force and 
CWO Daniel Williams, 20, of 2448 
(Poynton) Sqn. At the conference 
cadets were also presented with 
trophies to reward them for their 
efforts in fundraising for the RAF 
Association.

The Sir Douglas Bader Trophy, 
awarded to the ATC squadron 
for the greatest per capita 
contribution to Wings Appeal 
and Sir Robert Saundby Trophy 
awarded to the squadron 
collecting the highest net Wings 
Appeal amount, were again won 
by 1224 (Wharfedale) Sqn.

 The Sir Gus Walker trophy 
awarded to the ATC Squadron for 
the second greatest per capita 
contribution to Wings Appeal 
was won by 340 (Edenbridge) 
Sqn.

The awards were presented 
by the RAF Association 
President, Air Marshal 
Philip Sturley.

On the Sunday morning, 
cadets gave vital support 
at a parade and service of 
dedication that was held 
at the War Memorial and 
conducted by the Chaplain in 
Chief of the Royal Air Force. 

Ruth Martindale, the Acting 
Secretary General of the RAF 
Association said: “It was a real 
pleasure to see so many cadets 
supporting the Association 
over the conference weekend, 
especially those who stood so still 
at the Cenotaph at the Sunday 
parade on such a hot day.  

“Once again it illustrates the fact 
the RAF Association is for all ages 
from the 18-year-old cadet to the 
most senior of veterans.  The ATC 
are hugely appreciated by the 
Association and their help and 
support at our Annual Conference 
was very much appreciated”.

FLYING ScHOLARSHIP WINNERS

Drilled To Perfection
Cadets from 8F (1st City of Coventry) Sqn are 

celebrating after becoming Wing drill champions for 
the first time in the unit’s 71-year history!

The team was among more than 700 cadets 
and staff taking part in the Warwickshire and 
Birmingham Wing Field Training Day. 

The flight of 12 cadets, marched on to the drill 
square at Gamecock Barracks, and achieved the 

highest marks of the day for uniform inspection 
before going on to perform a 15-minute, precision-

perfect routine of 50 individual drill movements.

Flt Lt Amanda Hobbins, OC 8F Sqn, said: “The team 
was like a perfectly tuned orchestra performing a 

symphony.  To be Wing drill champions for the first time in 
the squadron’s history is a fantastic achievement. I am so very 

proud of our drill team - their determination, perseverance and 
dedication is a credit to them.”

LEFT: Cdt FS Hannah Johnson  receives the trophy from AVM Mark green
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cHALLENGE FINALISTS
A team of cadets from 1446 (Clevedon) 
Sqn, called the Clevedon Kestrels, are 
soaring high after reaching the finals of 
the coveted Schools Aerospace Challenge. 

They will be joined by cadets from 5F 
(Northampton), 499 (Port Talbot), 215 
(City of Swansea) and 1461 (Wigston) 
Sqns who will all be put through their 
paces during a five-day residential 
courses at the School of Engineering, 
Cranfield University, during their 
summer break.

Based on their entry and performance 
at Cranfield, one team, from the 12 
finalists, will be judged “Team of the 
Year” and will receive a prize of £5,000. 
The theme for this year’s competition 
was based on extending the scope of 
in-flight refuelling.

Clevedon Kestrels, headed by Cdt Sgt 
Samuel Cooper, 18, and Cdt Cpl Robert 
Hunt, 16, have devised a rotary barrel 
system to perform the refuelling task. 
The duo came up with the idea whilst 
travelling on the train to undertake their 
ATC gliding scholarships. 

Sponsored by the RAF, the Schools 
Aerospace Challenge was devised 13 
years ago to introduce teams of four 
pupils per school or youth organisation 
across the UK to real-life design 
challenges they may encounter early 
in their science or technology-based 
careers. Each year the teams compete 
to research and design an aerospace 
project, the theme of which is set  
by the RAF.

Flt Lt Louise Arthur from 1446 Sqn 
said: “Out of the 12 finalists, Clevedon 
Kestrels are up against previous 
Aerospace Competition winners from St 
Paul’s School in London, King Edward VI 
Camp Hill Boys School in Birmingham 
and fellow cadets from 499 (Port Talbot) 
Sqn. 

“This makes the achievement of 
Clevedon Kestrels all the more special to 
1446 Sqn as we haven’t entered a team 
in the last 10 years.”
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Oakham School 
CCf Centenary
HRH The Duke of gloucester inspected 
Oakham School’s Combined Cadet Force as 
they  celebrated their 100th birthday in some 
style. 

The day began with a flypast by the 
Hurricane and a Spitfire from the Battle 
of Britain Memorial Flight as the Guard of 
Honour presented the Royal Salute and 
the Minden Band of the Queen’s Division 
played the National Anthem.

The Duke went on to tour a selection of 
displays which illustrated a variety of 
aspects of the CCF both past and present 
before viewing the cadets in action. 

The 25 metre range, drill, first aid and 
leadership stands, a climbing wall, tug ‘o 
war and a Harrier cockpit all gave the cadets 
an opportunity to show off their skills. 
The afternoon culminated in a set piece 
demonstration of a Section Attack watched 
by the Royal party and by the 80 invited 

guests. That was completed as two Harrier 
aircraft from RAF Cottesmore flew over in an 
attack formation.

“It was a super day which looked back at 
some of the most memorable moments of 
the past 100 years, and provided a glimpse 
forward to the opportunities that current 
and future cadets might encounter” says the 

school’s CCF Contingent Commander Major 
David Taylor. “Doing justice to any 100th 
birthday is never easy. His Royal Highness, 
however, did us all proud, and was afforded 
a raucous Three Cheers before he departed.” 

The star of Strictly Come Dancing, Ricky 
Whittle, swapped his sequins for a flying suit 
when he flew into RAF Fairford to promote this 
year’s Royal International Air Tattoo.

Actor Ricky arrived in style in a Griffin 
helicopter along with his dad, Harry, who 
joined the RAF in 1977 and is now a civilian 
helicopter crew instructor. 

Ricky said: “I always wanted to be in the RAF, 
inspired by being brought up in the RAF 
family as my dad was posted to Hampshire, 
Hong Kong and Northern Ireland. In fact, Top 
Gun was one of the first films I ever saw and 
that really inspired me – I really did want to 
be Maverick!

“But my dad has been a massive inspiration 
all along, so it’s great to fly in with him – and 
a bit of a novelty as this is the first time we’ve 
actually flown in the same aircraft. 

“Bumping into so many of dad’s old friends, 
who all remember me when I was little with 
an Afro, really brought home to me the family 
culture of the RAF.” 

This year’s Air Tattoo takes place from July 
17 to 18 at RAF Fairford, when more than 
160,000 visitors are expected to view around 
300 aircraft from across the world. 

Amongst those will be the RAF’s next-
generation airlifter which makes its UK flying 
display debut at the show.  Airbus’s chief 
military test pilot, Ed Strongman, will be at 
the controls of the A400M when it displays at 
the show.

The aircraft, which is designed to fly 
troops and equipment, was due to go into 
service this year, but is now unlikely to be 
operational before 2012.

Its appearance will provide the first 
opportunity for the public to see the 
culmination of a two-decade long project to 
develop a future military transport aircraft.

COUNTDOWN TO RiaTCadet Direct, one of the leading uK 
suppliers of military clothing, footwear and 
equipment, has teamed up with AIR CADET 
to run a special competition for readers of 
AIR CADET magazine.

There are first and second prizes of brand 
new boots up for grabs.  Simply answer the 
question below and then email your answer 
to competitions@cadetdirect.com to arrive 
no later than Friday, 20th August.  The first 
two correct answers drawn at random after 
that date will receive the first and second 
prizes, as detailed below.

Question: Which new transport 
aircraft makes its uK flying display 

debut at RIAT this year?

FIRST PRIZE
MAGNUM ELITE SPIDER 8 INCH  
LEATHER/NYLON (WEB PRICE £84.95)

The Magnum Elite Spider is one of the 
lightest combat boots on the market, 
coming in at only 530g for a size 8. Featuring 
a full grain/action leather upper with 
highly breathable Aero Mesh panels and 
spidermesh lining to help reduce weight. 
A running shoe last, compression moulded 
EVA midsole and a high grip Vibram outsole 
make this an ideal boot for urban/light 
duties whilst a lightweight vertical build 
system, Stabila-Flex lasting board and a 
composite shank provide excellent ankle 
support. The 3D2 max comfort sockliner 
ensures the boot is comfortable all day long. 
Colour: Black. Sizes: UK sizes 3-14.

PLUS
MAGNUM BOOT CARE KIT  
(WEB PRICE £11.95)

This superb boot care kit from 
Magnum has been specially 
designed to allow you to 

maintain and protect your boots. The kit 
includes leather cleaner spray, leather 
protector spray and a specially formulated 
tube of self-shine cream plus a Magnum 
brush, sponge and polishing cloth. The kit is 
supplied in a tough aluminium tin.

SECOND PRIZE
BRITISH ASSAULT BOOT,  
BLACK (WEB PRICE £37.95)

The British Assault Boot is a super 
lightweight multi-purpose boot ideal for 
training, parades and fieldcraft use. This 
boot features a high polish leather upper, 
leather lined inner and stitched man-made 
non-clog commando sole. 

Each boot also features 6 standard lace 
holes, 2 locking lace loops and 6 speed-loop 
fastenings. Sizes: UK 3 to 13. Weight: from 
just 1000g per pair. Colour: black.

competition

Cadets Greet Royal Visitor
Cadets and staff from 2500 (St neots) Sqn 
were on hand to greet HRH The Duchess of 
gloucester when she officially opened Eatons 
Community Centre in the town.

Flt Lt David Webb, OC 2500 (St Neots) Sqn and 
six cadets, accompanied by Flt Lt Margaret Bell, 
Beds & Cambs Wing Media Communications 
Officer, all attended the opening. Her Royal 
Highness stopped to speak to some of the 
cadets before continuing her tour of the 
Centre. 

Quinton Trophy Awarded
Sgt Hazel Scaresbrook of 225 (Brighton no1) 
Sqn , Sussex Wing, is this year’s winner of the 
Quinton Memorial Trophy. 

The trophy is presented to the adult NCO who 
has gained the highest academic results on 
the SNCO Initial Courses held at ATF Cranwell 
throughout the year. Sgt Scaresbrook said: 
“I was really pleased to win.  I had enjoyed 
my initial course thoroughly and have found 
the skills and knowledge I gained there really 
useful in my role on the squadron.” 

The trophy was presented by Air Cdre Ian 
Stewart, former Commandant Air Cadets, 
during an awards ceremony for adult SNCOs 
who had successfully passed the Adult Training 
Facility Drill Instructors Course. 

 The Quinton Memorial Trophy is named 
in honour of Flt Lt John Quinton, an RAF 
navigator under instruction on a Wellington 
aircraft which was flying an air cadet on 
AEF in 1951. During the flight, the aircraft 
was involved in a mid-air collision and Flt Lt 
Quinton gave the only parachute to the cadet, 
pushing him out of the aircraft. His quick and 
heroic actions saved the life of the cadet, 
although sadly cost him his own life.

REBOOT WiTh CaDET DiRECT

AIRBuS IMAgE: TOnY OSBORnE

Inspirational 

dance act, flawless, 

who shot to fame 

on ’Britain’s Got Talent’ 

and star in the new film 

‘Streetdance 3D’, will appear 

at RIAT on Sunday, 18th July 

for a short performance  

and a meet and greet 
with fans.
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Ain’t No Mountain 
High Enough ...

Twenty-six-year-old Jake 
Meyer started climbing 

when he was 12 
because, as he 

admits, he was 
rubbish at 

other sports 
and just 
two years 
later set 
himself the 
daunting 
challenge of 

attempting 
to climb the 

seven summits.

“I thought that 
Everest would 

be the ultimate 
challenge,” he said, “but 

having stood on the summit 
aged only 21 having completed 
my life’s ambition, I realised that 
it was actually merely a stepping 
stone towards bigger and more 
extreme challenges.”

In scaling Everest Jake had 
the support of ATC Civilian 
Instructor, Di Gilbert, who was 
the first British woman to lead 
an expedition up Everest.  After 
their climb, Jake said: “I could 
not have wished for a better 
companion for the toughest 
challenge of my life.  She is an 
amazing leader, an incredible 
climber and, most of all, a truly 
treasured friend who will always 
have a special place in my heart.”

More records were to follow.  
In 2006, he broke the world 
record for climbing the highest 
mountain in every State in 
the Continental USA – that’s 
48 States, over 100,000ft of 
climbing, 350 miles of trekking 
and 15,000 miles of driving in 23 
days, 19 hours and 31 minutes!

Last year Jake attempted K2, 
the second highest mountain 
in the world - widely regarded 
as the world’s hardest and most 
dangerous mountain. 

After more than two months 
on the mountain, and during 
his final summit bid, poor snow 
conditions and faulty equipment 
forced him to retreat. 

He said: “Of course I am 
disappointed not to have 
summited, to have attempted 
K2, got so high, and all of the 
team managed to get down safe 
and sound, is real success. One 
day I’ll give it another go!”

An ambassador for the Duke of 
Edinburgh Award Scheme and 
a commissioned officer in the 
TA, Jake is currently planning 
numerous world record breaking 
expeditions around the globe. 

We caught up with him to find 
out more  ...

What were your favourite subjects 
at school? 

I loved Geography and Design. 
For my A level design project, 
I built a portaledge, which is 
a type of tent which can be 
pitched on a vertical rock face.

Do you have any brothers or 
sisters, are they interested in 
mountaineering?

I have one younger brother, Max, 
who is 19, and at Agricultural 
College. Although he has been 
climbing with me a couple of 
times, he now tends to stay well 
away from mountains, unless 
he’s skiing.

Are you following in the footsteps 
of your Mother or Father?

Not exactly. My father was an 
interior designer who now runs 
a jewellery business, and my 
mother was a fashion model. I 
can’t say that I’d be any good at 
either of those lines of work! 

This year is the 150th anniversary 
of the cadet movement, were you 
ever a cadet? 

I did CCF all throughout 
my secondary school at 
Marlborough College, eventually 
becoming Senior Cadet in my 
final year. 

When I went to Bristol University 
I joined the Officer Training 
Corps and had an incredible time 
with them.

What inspired you, at the age 
of 14, to want to climb the 7 
summits?

Although I was doing a lot 
of rock climbing, I’d never 
really contemplated climbing 
mountains until I read about 
an English Army Officer who’d 
just become the youngest 
person in the world to climb 

the 7 Summits. It seemed like 
such an incredible challenge, 
and an amazing excuse to 
travel to seven very different 
environments around the world 
that I set my sights on wanting 
to also complete this challenge.

Who are your role models /heroes?

I was lucky enough to meet Ran 
Fiennes when we were both 
on Everest in 2005. It was great 
spending time with one of my 
idols, and at first I was a little 
star-struck! 

However, to be honest, my 
true heroes are the people 
who encouraged me to keep 
climbing, and set my sights as 
high as possible, even at such a 
young age. 

These of course are my father, 
my climbing instructor at 
school, Rupert Rosedale, and my 
Housemaster, Andrew Richards. 

Without their constant support, 
I would never have achieved the 
things that I have, or be lucky 
enough to have my passion as 
my job!

What did it feel like to get so close 
to the summit of K2 and then have 
to turn around?

In some ways it was very 
frustrating that after 60 days of 
climbing, I had to turn round so 
close to the top. 

However I don’t regret any of 
my actions or decisions on that 
expedition. Ultimately we were 
unlucky with several variables 
(including the snow conditions), 
and there was nothing else that 
we could do. 

Mountaineer, Jake Meyer, who in 2005 was the youngest 
Briton to climb Everest and the youngest man in 
the world to climb the seven summits – the highest 
mountain on every continent – talks to AIR CADET about 
what drives him forever onwards and upwards ...
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I also realise that a successful 
expedition is going away, having 
an incredible time, getting loads 
of great photos and memories 
and experiences and coming 
back with all of your team, and 
fingers and toes intact. Getting 
to the top is merely a bonus.

Are you planning to try K2 again, 
if so have you planned a date?

I very much hope to return to K2 
again sometime soon, hopefully 
in the next 4 or 5 years.

Of which expedition are you most 
proud?

Although it was Everest that 
made me the person that I am 
today, I think that in terms of 
which trip I’m proudest of, it 
would have to be Challenge 
48, where I led a team of non-
climbers all the way round 
America climbing all the State 
highpoints in the contiguous 
USA. 

From start to finish, I came up 
with the concept, secured the 
funding, lead the expedition, 
climbed all the mountains and 
got another world record. 

What has been your worst 
experience?

Stepping over bodies of people I 
knew near the summit of Everest 
was an experience that I’d rather 
not repeat, however, getting lost 
in the wilderness in Wyoming 
was pretty terrifying. 

And your best?

Standing on the summit of 
Everest - the phrase ‘Standing on 
top of the world’, doesn’t even 
begin to cover it!

What is your favourite food to 
take on expedition?

I’m a fan of packets of Jack Links 
Beef Jerky - it’s really tasty and 
full of protein - which is ideal up 
in the hills. 

How do you keep warm during 
your expeditions?

Luckily, I’m supported by 
Mountain Hardwear, who make 
some of the warmest jackets and 
sleeping bags available on the 
market, so keeping warm isn’t 
such a problem. 

Eat lots, look after your kit, and 
use an appropriate layering 
system, and you’ll be toasty!

Have you ever suffered from 
mountain sickness?

I’ve suffered from minor 
altitude sickness on most of 
my expeditions, it’s usually par 
for the course when you are 
climbing in the high mountains: 
nausea, headaches, insomnia, 
lack of appetite. 

I’ve only ever had one severe 
case of AMS (acute mountain 
sickness), when I was 16 and 
attempting to climb Aconcagua 
for the first time.  When I reached 
the high camp at around 6000m 
I started to get the initial effects 
for AMS, and then went rapidly 
downhill from there. 

The next morning, after a pretty 
awful night, I stumbled down 
with some of the other members 
of the team back to basecamp. 
It was a pretty horrendous 
descent, but once back in BC, 
my symptoms rapidly cleared 
up and I felt much better. 
Heading down is always the best 
medicine for mountain sickness. 

Have you ever suffered from 
frostbite? 

Not seriously. I’ve had minor 
frost-nip a couple of times, which 
is just rather tedious, but thank 
goodness it never got any worse. 

I’ve seen some very bad cases of 
frostbite in my travels, but in my 
mind, no summit is worth even 
the tip of a little finger. 

What is going to be your next 
challenge? Will you have a website 
where we can follow you?

www.jakemeyer.co.uk

I’ve got lots 
of exciting 
adventures 
planned for the next few 
years, and always interested 
in finding new ones as 
well. I try and keep my blog 
as up to date as possible, 
so that people can follow 
my progress, both on 
expeditions and whilst at 
home!

What did you most look 
forward to on your return 
from your expeditions? 

Usually it’s just nice to 
return to family comforts. As 
much as I miss my girlfriend, 
family and friends, I usually 
spend most of my time I’m away 
dreaming about all the 
delicious food that I can’t 
wait to get back to!

What made you start the 
Duke of Edinburgh Award?

I did my DofE awards whilst I 
was at school, and now am lucky 
enough to be an ambassador 
for the Award Scheme. 
This means that I get to go 
regularly to St James’s Palace 
to present the Gold Awards 
to those who have recently 
completed it. 

What would you say to cadets 
looking at starting the award 
or currently participating 
in it?

It’s a fantastic scheme to take 
part in, and I would actively 
encourage all young people to 
get involved in it, if they’re not 
already doing so. You get some 
wonderful opportunities to learn 
new skills, make great friends 
and do something that will 
give you great experience 
and make you much more 
employable.

What music do you listen to?

I’ve got a very eclectic taste in 
music: ACDC, Pink Floyd, Chris 
Rea, Coldplay and the Kings of 
Leon to name but a few. 

Do you take your mp3 player up 
the mountains with you?

Yes - I usually take an Ipod with 
music, games and movies on it 
to entertain me and fill those 
endless basecamp hours!

Beyoncé

Michael McIntyre

Neither - I can’t stand 
watching sport - I’d rather 
clean my flat!

I like both, but tend to take 
beef jerky, power gels, and 
chocolate as my expedition 
rations. 

Car, but I’d love to learn to 
ride a motorbike ... although 
I don’t know where I’d carry 
all my kit!

Facebook for sharing photos, 
but I think that Twitter could 
make a really good tool for 
expedition updates.

Oooh - 
Difficult question! Probably 
Tom Cruise, as Sly is a bit 
too big to probably be a 
good climber, and ultimately 
he dropped the girl at the 
beginning of the film, which 
can’t be a good thing to 
have on your mind.

katherine Jenkins or beYonce?

michael mcintYre or peter k
aY? 

rugbY league or rugbY union?

bombaY mix or kendal mint c
ake?

car or motorbike?

facebook or twitter?

tom cruise in mission impossible or sYlvester stallone in 
cliffhanger? 

Quick fire Questions

ANNIVERSARY

th

“never in the field of human 
conflict was so much owed by 
so many to so few.”

 
Prime Minister Winston Churchill in a 

peech to Parliament on 20th August 1940
 as the Battle of Britain raged overhead.



Old met new at RAF Linton 
on Ouse with the launch of the 
Tucano Display Team’s new 
colours for 2010. 

The Tucano display aircraft have been 
painted in the colour scheme used by 
Spitfires in the Battle of Britain and 
are dedicated to the memory of all 
the “Few”, regardless of their aircraft 
or Squadron. 

The 2010 display pilot – Flt Lt 
Tom Bould – is from 72 Sqn and 
the two aircraft he will display are 
painted to represent the Spitfires of 
two men who were very successful 
Battle of Britain pilots and who both 
subsequently commanded 72 Sqn later 
in the war. 

The aircraft are coded “LZ-R” to 
represent a Spitfire of 66 Sqn flown 
by Robert “Bobby” Oxspring DFC** 
AFC and “QJ-F” represents an 
aircraft flown by Charles Kingcombe 
DSO DFC* of 92 Sqn.

The aircraft were joined at the launch 
by a Spitfire and Hurricane of the 
Battle of Britain Memorial Flight, 
displaying together for the assembled 
crowd of dignitaries, veterans, 
families, service personnel and invited 
guests.

The Tucano Display Team will 
perform at around 40 air shows 
across the UK and Europe during the 
2010 season.  Details of the team 
and the 2010 season can be found at 
www.raf.mod.uk/tucanodisplayteam
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The RAF Benevolent Fund has 
launched an innovative social 
media campaign to mark the 
70th anniversary of the Battle 
of Britain. The ‘1940 Chronicle’, 
a new online 1940s style 
newspaper, will break daily 
news of Britain at war from 
the same day 70 years ago, as 
though it’s happening in real 
time. 

Interwoven with this historically 
accurate account of the Battle 
are the stories of five fictional 
characters: a Hurricane Pilot, 
a Radar Operator, a Plane 
Mechanic, a Nurse and a 
Journalist.  Their personal 
accounts of the Battle will 
unfold in real time against the 
backdrop of the war through 
a series of blogs in the form of 
diary entries.

By giving people the 
opportunity to gain an insight 
into the characters’ personal 
lives and interact with them live 
through Facebook and Twitter, 
the RAF Benevolent Fund 
hopes to engage a whole new 
audience in this critical chapter 
in our history and generate 
a greater understanding and 
appreciation for the RAF, both 
then and now.

Director of Marketing and 
Communications at RAFBF, 
Dean Benton, explains: “This 
campaign is designed to 
engage the wider public in the 
story of the Battle of Britain 
and remind everyone of the 
huge debt of gratitude we 
owe to those who fought for 
our freedom as well as those 
serving today.  

“We also want to bring home 
the physical, psychological and 
emotional impact of conflict 
on serving personnel and their 

families and to remind people 
that the RAF Benevolent Fund 
has always been there to 
support members of the RAF 
family through difficult times.  
We were there for them in 1940 
and we’re still here for them 
today in 2010.”

Battle of Britain Hurricane pilot 
Bob Foster was consulted by 
the RAFBF in the development 
of the campaign. He said: 
“I’m delighted that the RAF 
Benevolent Fund has chosen 
to mark the 70th anniversary 
of the Battle with this highly 
imaginative campaign.  It’s so 
important that young people 
remember what we were 
fighting for back then and how 
the life that they are living 
today would be very different if 
we had not succeeded.”

According to a new online 
YouGov poll commissioned 
by the RAFBF, less than half 
(43%) of young people aged 
16-25 know that the Battle of 
Britain took place in 1940. The 
survey highlights a real lack of 
understanding about the Battle 
among young Brits; more than a 
third (34%) unaware of the main 
reason for it even taking place.

Despite this the overwhelming 
majority of young people 
surveyed by the charity 
expressed a real interest, with 
81% saying it’s important to 
continue to mark events such 
as the anniversary of the Battle 
of Britain. Over a third (37%) 
of young people said that they 
have a strong connection to 
the RAF and have a friend or 
family member who is currently 
serving or who used to serve.

To find out more, visit

www.1940chronicle.com

RETRO TUCAnO TAKES TO THE SKiES

IMAgE: gEOFF LEE

Bringing The Battle Of Britain To Life
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RadaR...
 
Just some of the places this summer where the Red Arrows will 

be appearing.  Please remember that displays are often subject to 

weather and operational commitments so please check with the 

airshow organisers before travelling.

JulY
3-4:  RAF Waddington International Airshow, Lincolnshire

10:  RNAS Yeovilton International Air Day, Somerset

17-18 Royal International Air Tattoo, Gloucester

22 The War and Peace Show, Beltring, Kent

23-25 Farnborough International Airshow, Hampshire

25 Sunderland International Airshow, Tyne and Wear

august
6 Cowes Week, Isle of Wight

7 Swanage Regatta & Carnival, Dorset

7 Festival of Flight, Newcastle, Northern Ireland

8 Rhyl RAF Town Show, North Wales

8 Blackpool Air Display, Lancashire

12-14 Eastbourne International Airshow, Sussex

12-13 Lowestoft Seafront Air Festival, Suffolk

18 Cromer Carnival, Norfolk

18 Weymouth Carnival, Dorset

19 Dawlish Carnival, Devon

19 Fowey Royal Regatta, Cornwall

20-22 Bournemouth Air Festival, Dorset

23 Whitby Regatta, North Yorkshire

26-27 Clacton Air Show, Essex

27 Port of Dartmouth Royal Regatta, Devon

29-30 Wings and Wheels, Dunsfold, Surrey

30 The Eye Show, Suffolk

september
3 Chatsworth Country Fair, Derbyshire

4-5 The Battle of Britain Airshow, Imperial War Museum, Duxford,  

4 NI International Airshow, Portrush, Northern Ireland

9 Guernsey Battle of Britain Air Display

9 Jersey International Air Display

11 RAF Leuchars Air Show, Scotland

18 The Southport Airshow, Merseyside

OnE TO wATCH
This year marks the 70th anniversary of the Battle of Britain and this 
Christopher Ward limited edition watch reflects the qualities that helped 
‘The Few’ win what was arguably the most important military battle of 
the 20th century.

Commissioned by the RAF, this beautiful, automatic watch is based on 
the Air Ministry’s military issue pilot’s watch of the time and displays 
The King’s Crown and laurel wreathed RAF Crest of the period.  Even 
the numerals are similar to those on 1940s pilots’ watches. Other 
features that were developed in conjunction with the RAF include 
hour and minute hands formed in the shape of the propeller blades of 
the Spitfire – the aircraft which was critical to Britain’s victory in 1940. 

 Production of the watch, launched last month, is limited to 1,940 
pieces worldwide.  Christopher Ward is donating 5% of the retail value 
of every watch sold to the RAF Benevolent Fund and every watch will 
come in a limited edition box.

To win one of these special watches, simply answer the question 
below and send in your answer together with your name, address and 
squadron to Christopher Ward competition, Media & Communications, 
HQAC, RAF Cranwell, Sleaford, Lincs NG34 8HB to arrive no later than 
Monday, 23rd August.

Question: Who designed the 
Supermarine Spitfire?

competition

AIRSHOW DIARY

 
We know you deserve a 
meal that tastes way better 
than cardboard after a long, 
tough day on the moors.  
You arrive back at camp and 
start to unpack.  It starts to 
rain so everything gets wet 
as you attempt to pitch the 
tent.  Everyone is hungry and 
grumpy. Sound familiar?

That’s why four cadets from 
1323 (Ryedale) Sqn, on behalf of 
cadets everywhere undertaking 
DofE expeditions, performed a 
taste test on four popular exped 
rations - all the same flavour, 
sausage and beans apart from 

the Reiter 
Travel Lunch 

which was 
smokey bacon, 

mash and  
peas. The cadets, on 

their own DofE training 
weekend, tested the products in 
the field. 

Each meal was prepared 
individually using manufacturer 
guidelines and then tasted and 
scrutinised by the cadets.

Questionnaires were completed 
as each of the meals consumed 
was rated for taste plus ease and 
speed of preparation. 

Here is how they were rated by 
the team with one being the 
lowest and five the highest mark. 

With thanks to Cdts Ian gresswell, 
Conor Lane, Ben Corner and Dillon 
Terry.
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REITER TRAVEL LUNCH 

LIGHTWEIGHT FOOD £4.50
WAYFARER 

£3.99
HOT CAN 

SELF HEATING £4.95
HOT PACK 

SELF HEATING £4.95

Clear Instructions Cooking Time Taste
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DOWNLOAD . . . UNMANNED AVIATION . . .         By Professor Tony Mason

Today Remotely Piloted 
Air Systems, or RPAS, 
are already used in 
many roles, from short 
range reconnaissance 

to long endurance 
surveillance and weapon delivery. 
These aircraft are operated by 
many of the air forces, armies and 
navies around the world.
It is still uncertain how far these will replace 
manned aircraft. It is important that in the 
future we have relevant air power which can 
be used in a number of different roles, different 
types of conflicts and in different climates.

Although there is some uncertainty about how 
RPAS will be used in the future there are many 
ways they could benefit the UK.

resource constraints

The amount of resources allocated to defence 
are likely to reduce, this will mean that 
purchase costs and the expected life of RPAS 
will have to be looked at and discussed before 
we put more investment into them. As they 
include more on-board systems and probably 
stealth technology in future models, the 
purchase cost of the RPAS will be similar to a 

comparable manned aircraft. 
The cost of running the RPAS 
will be less. For example, the 
endurance of a RPAS, like a 
manned aircraft, is calculated 
by looking at the weight, 
payload and fuel capacity. 
RPAS fuel consumption will 
be substantially less than that 
of a manned aircraft. 

Predator B can fly for 17 
hours, much of them on 
autopilot, and until a RPAS 
can be programmed to fly 
fully on autopilot it will 
require four to six crews to 
control it remotely. Compare 
that to the B-2 Sprint, 
manned aircraft, which can 
travel further but to do so 
requires a two man crew and 
all the personnel, aircraft, 
infrastructure and resources 
for in-flight refuelling.

The comparative ground 
support costs are also likely 
to favour the RPAS even 
though this is difficult to 
compare with the manned 
aircraft as the aircraft may 
have computerised fault 
identification 
and multi-skilled 

personnel. RPAS “ground crew” also include the 
remote controllers, usually a pilot and systems 
operator. 

In No. 39 Sqn in early 2009, a Reaper 
crew comprised a combat experienced 
commissioned pilot and a senior NCO weapons 
systems operator. During the same period the 

United States Air Force began a trial 
to train personnel, who were not 
qualified pilots, as RPAS controllers. 
If this trial is considered successful 
then there would be a great cost 
saving in personnel and training 
but there are other factors to be 
looked at.

Overall, running RPAS in the 
place of manned aircraft in similar 
roles is likely to offer significant 
savings. These saving are very 
attractive to governments who are 
under pressure to reduce defence 
expenditure. There are also other 
RPAS advantages that will increase 
the attraction. Within conflict, for 
instance Afghanistan, there are often 
losses of aircraft and as the armed 
forces have been reduced in numbers, 
the operational value of the remainder 
has increased. 

Of course, the RAF no longer has 
a large pool of trained aircrew on 
ground duties available for rapid 
operational requirements and 
reinforcement of the front line. The 
training structure has also been 
reduced and it would not be able to 
expand rapidly, as it did in the days 
of World War 1. The issue is not so 
much the reduced number of aircraft, 
but of the highly and expensively 
trained aircrew. Whatever the issue, 
the attraction of the RPAS is that it can 
reduce the vulnerability of the aircrew 
and therefore impact positively on 
morale.

diplomatic advantage

RPAS not only prevent the risk of 
aircrew casualties, they have a much 
lower political profile. By nature 
of their activities, surveillance and 
reconnaissance flights usually go 
unreported. But the shooting down 
of a U-2 near Sverdlivsk in 1960 
had an immediate and dramatic 
impact on United States – USSR 
relations. Several other Cold War 
incidents of intercepted flights 
over sovereign air space prompted 
diplomatic confrontation.  The loss or 
imprisonment of aircrew heightened 
the public concern; publicised failure 

embarrassed the parent service. The remains of 
the U-2 aircraft were for many years a popular 
exhibit in the Soviet Air Museum in Moscow. 
The interception of a single “Stealth” USAF 
F-117 in 1999 made international headlines 
and gave President Milosovic a rare military 
and media coup. In contrast, the remains 

in the Serbian Air Museum in Belgrade of a 
USAF Predator, also shot down in 1999, are 
considered only a curiosity. In early 2009, in 
a period of extreme United States – Iranian 
tension, the shooting down of the Iranian 
reconnaissance RPAS well inside the Iraqi air 
space passed without comment by both the 
United States and Iranian governments and 
was largely unreported by the media when it 
was finally disclosed.

vulnerabilitY

While the Iranian Ababil 3 RPAS was shot 
down over Iraq, British and other allied RPAS 
were operating with comparative freedom 
and safety over Afghanistan, where there was 
no opposition in the air, and no coordinated 
air defences below them. At the moment, 
RPAS are defenceless: slow moving, not very 
manoeuvrable and probably announcing their 
presence by electronic communication or 
sensors. As their size has increased so has their 
visibility. 

The Predator C is more than 14 metres long 
with a wing span of around 10 metres. Once 
the RPAS include stealth technology it will 
reduce the combat vulnerability to a certain 
extent, but control of the air will remain an 
essential requirement for RPAS operation at 
any level of conflict. For the foreseeable future, 
that control of the air space will depend on 
manned aircraft establishing it. Aircraft such 
as the Typhoon 2 will remain essential to all 
operations in the air, on the ground and at sea.

It is difficult to avoid the thought that just 
as the massive contribution of the manned 
reconnaissance aircraft in World War One 
became the target of the opposition to 
destroy them, in this century RPASs will face 
a similar response. While stealth technology 
will reduce their detection and attack from the 
air or ground, their communications will be 
vulnerable to interference, however stealthy 
their configuration. 

Any system which depends on electronic 
control is at risk of electronic disruption. The 
opposition forces can easily source and operate 
localised signal jammers. RPAS will become 
involved in electronic warfare recalling that 
waged by manned aircraft and their opposition 
in World War 2. Independent operation would 
reduce the danger to jamming equipment 
but it would deny the opportunity for human 
override if the situation changed.

Even in a relatively safe environment, RPAS are 
reported to have suffered a significant accident 
rate. By April 2009, of 195 Predators purchased 
by the Pentagon, 55 had been lost in “Class 
A mishaps” which were due to mistakes not 
hostile actions. The overall loss rate was 10 

predator mQ-1
EngInE  Rotax 914 four cylinder engine producing 101 horsepower

WIngSPAn  8.22m  LEngTH  4.8m

HEIgHT  2.1m  WEIgHT EMPTy  512kg

FuLLy LOADED  1020kg SPEED  135 mph

MAx. ALTITuDE  7620m RAngE  454 miles

RQ-1 Predator is a long-endurance, medium-altitude unmanned 
aircraft system for surveillance and reconnaissance missions. 
Surveillance imagery from synthetic aperture radar, video cameras 
and a forward-looking infrared can be sent both to the front line 
soldier and to the operational commander, or worldwide via satellite 
communication links. MQ-1, armed with AGM-114 Hellfire missiles, is 
the multi-role version for armed reconnaissance and interdiction.

wk- 450 watchkeeper
EngInE  uEL AR 801 38.8kw

WIngSPAn  10.5m  LEngTH  6.1m 

HEIgHT  unknown  WEIgHT EMPTy  unknown

FuLLy LOADED  450kg SPEED  100mph

MAx. ALTITuDE  5480m RAngE  108 miles

Watchkeeper will support UK and coalition forces, including Special 
Forces, battle group command posts, attack helicopter formations, 
attack aircraft or battleships throughout the battlespace. The system is 
designed to be integrated with existing and future ISTAR capabilities.

mQ-9 reaper
EngInE  Honeywell TPE 331-10T 

WIngSPAn  20.1m  LEngTH  11m

HEIgHT  3.6m  WEIgHT EMPTy  2200kg

FuLLy LOADED  4536kg SPEED  300mph

MAx. ALTITuDE  15000m RAngE  3682 miles

The MQ-9 Reaper is a medium-to-high altitude, long endurance 

remotely piloted aircraft system. The MQ-9’s primary mission is to act 

as intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance (ISR) asset, employing 

sensors to provide real-time data to commanders and intelligence 

specialists at all levels.

ababil 
EngInE  Two-bladed pusher propeller

WIngSPAn  3.25m  LEngTH  2.9m 

HEIgHT  unknown  WEIgHT EMPTy  43kg

FuLLy LOADED  83kg  SPEED  176.5mph

MAx. ALTITuDE  4268m RAngE  150 miles

The Ababil is an Iranian made RPAS. Iran has developed a number 
of variants, including the tactical Ababil-5 for medium-range 
reconnaissance and surveillance that carries a camera and digital 
communications equipment, the Ababil-T for short/medium-range 
attack carries a high-explosive warhead that would be delivered by the 
RPAS crashing onto a target.

rQ-4a global hawk
EngInE  Rolls-Royce north America AE3007H turbofan
WIngSPAn  35.41m  LEngTH  13.54 m 
HEIgHT  4.62 m  WEIgHT EMPTy  3,851 kg
FuLLy LOADED  10,387 kg SPEED  400 mph
MAx. ALTITuDE  19,812 m RAngE  15,525 miles
The Global Hawk RPAS is able to provide high resolution Synthetic Aperture Radar (SAR)—that can penetrate cloud-cover and sandstorms—and Electro-Optical/Infrared (EO/IR) imagery at long range with long loiter times over target areas. It can survey as much as 40,000 square miles (100,000 square kilometres) of terrain a day.
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It’s 70 years since the Battle of 
Britain, but for one RAF pilot 
flying through history is all 
in a day’s work. Flt Lt Antony 
“Parky” Parkinson, who 
gained a Flying Scholarship 
with the CCF at the William 
Parker School in Hastings, 
is an instructor on the 21st 
Century Typhoon, based at 
RAF Coningsby. 

But then he also gets to take 
to the same Lincolnshire 
skies in the iconic Spitfire, 
as a member of the Battle 
of Britain Memorial Flight 
(BBMF). 

Parky, who joined the 
RAF aged just 18, has 
clocked up many flying 
hours in his 25 year career, 
including a tour as a Red 
Arrow.

He said: “The Reds was 
probably the ultimate job 
– to loop and roll with nine 
aircraft is very different. But 
some things are the same for 
all pilots. 

“Whether I am air to air 
refuelling in the Typhoon 
or getting the Spitfire in 
formation on the wing of 
the Lancaster – I am visually, 
manually flying – the same 
raw skills that pilots would 
have used 70 years ago”. 

Even with thousands of 
hours in his log book, it’s still 
his time in the old fighter 
planes that he says is the 
most precious.

“If I had a favourite aircraft it 
would be the Spitfire. It gets 
to you emotionally – you 
really feel as if it’s a part of 
you when you are flying, it’s 

such an agile and beautiful 
aircraft. It just sums up so 
much about that particular 
period of our history – it’s a 
total privilege and delight 
to fly.”

Parky has been lucky 
enough to fly both the 
Typhoon and the Spitfire on 
the same day. “Both aircraft 
represent the cutting edge 
technology of their time, and 
they are both easy for a pilot 
to fly, although it is more 
difficult to land a Spitfire! 

“As part of the BBMF, we 
display these old aircraft, but 
when you think of what the 
Battle of Britain pilots had to 
do; fly in bad weather, battle 
damaged, with minimal 
training – it really drives 
home just how brave those 
guys were.”

He admits that he probably 
has the best job in the world, 
flying the combination of 
the two aircraft. “The great 
thing about being able to 
fly them both is that I feel I 
can bridge the 70 year gap 
between them. 

“I love meeting the old boys 
who were fighter pilots in 
World War II. 

“To see them sitting in the 
Spitfire and then looking 
around the Typhoon - 
that’s when it really brings 
the heritage of the RAF 
altogether – the old with the 
new. Then and now.”

FLYING THROuGH HISTORY

accidents per 100,000 flying hours for the 
Predator and 12.7 for the Reaper. One third of 
the losses were put down to Pilot error, others 
to hardware failure and landing problems. 

The UK lost 71 RPAS in Iraq between 2003 
and 2007 and a further 27 in Afghanistan by 
February 2009. These losses happened quite 
early on in the development and use of RPAS 
but dependence on remote control means 
a reduction in opportunities and time for 
reaction to an emergency or miscalculation.

Independent take offs and 
landings would help the stealth 
technology and could reduce 
the combat losses, but not 
necessarily accident rates. Even 
if a RPAS cost one third the price 
of a manned aircraft performing 
similar roles, losses at several 
times the rate of the manned 
alternative could quickly reduce 
any cost benefit.

The hub of the RPAS system 
is the ground control centre 
(GCC). In early 2009 the RAF 
No 39 Sqn’s GCC in Arizona 
was several thousand miles 
away from its combat centre in 
Afghanistan. In World War One, 
Lord Trenchard famously sought 
to win air superiority by seeking 
out German aircraft on their 
own airfields: this was the start 
of the counter-air role. 

If the UK and its allies continue to retain 
command of the air, that option will not be 
available to an enemy, either against RPAS 
forward operating bases or GCCs. It may be 
assumed that operating bases in theatre will 
have the advantage from the RAF Regiment 
and other ground forces protecting the airfield. 

The mobility and flexibility of the GCCs will 
reduce the danger, but to the opposition, 
Creech Air Force Base is a military target, 

however far from combat theatre. 
Just as the western domination by 
manned aircraft of recent conflicts 
has caused the enemy to target 
the aircraft in future the enemy 
will target RPAS in their similar 
roles. In future GCCs will be in 
danger of being attacked.

war fighter or 
remote controller?

There are laws to armed 
conflict and decision makers 
have to stand by these legal 
responsibilities. RPAS operations 
must stick to these Laws 
of Armed Forces, or LOAC, 
even if a RPAS is operating 
independently. 

How these laws affect the 
civilian controllers or support 
team is not very clear. The laws 
were designed and written in 
the past when it was clear who 
the enemy was and who were 
innocent civilians. 

It was decided that if an oil refinery or factory 
was a strategic target then their civilian 
workforce were also a legitimate target. Now 
the targets for the RPAS can often not be told 
apart from their civilian neighbours while 
the opposition do not make any distinction 
between innocent civilians and their 
opposition in their own war fighting. 

The RPAS controller may well be safely away 
from the combat. There are good military and 
morale reasons for increasing the capability of 
the war fighter by removing him or her from 
the immediate danger. 

However the lawyers read the LOAC there is 
little doubt that the RPAS controller is a war 
fighter or combatant. The RPAS controller 
may well be a civilian but by the nature of 
their job may become a strategic target to the 
opposition. The RPAS controller is a war fighter; 
this description may create more issues with 
the armed forces than the lawyers. 

How far the RPAS will be developed is not 
known but it will increasingly share the combat 
role with the manned aircraft. 

conclusion

Air Power is about the military exploitation 
of air and space by man, not necessarily with 
man. The RPAS is already evolving into the 
multi-role RPAS, reflecting trends in manned 
combat aircraft. 

The advantages of lower costs, reduced 
casualty risk, long endurance and low political 
profile, will encourage RPAS increasingly to 
replace, not just complement, the manned 
aircraft in many traditional roles. Technology 
and experience may be expected to increase 
capabilities and reduce attrition rates. 

Problems of air space integration and 
international legality are likely to be solvable. 
Autonomous operations are more likely to be 
constrained by the need for human presence in 
the control system in conflicts where complex 
situational awareness and reaction to the 
unexpected are likely to be required. 

It is not the technology of the RPAS which 
present the challenge, but its intellectual 
mastery. The RAF must devise a structure 
which will develop the expertise, judgement 
and command experience essential for the 
most effective operational integration of the 
RPAS with manned aircraft.

Edited version of AVM Prof R A Mason’s 
article taken from the publication 

uAVs – The Wider Context 

Images: © Crown Copyright

herti 
EngInE  Rotax 914 with variable pitch propeller

WIngSPAn  12m  LEngTH  5m 

HEIgHT  unknown  WEIgHT EMPTy  unknown

FuLLy LOADED  750kg SPEED  135mph

MAx. ALTITuDE  6,096m RAngE  20 hours

Developed for the UK’s defence forces, the RPAS performs intelligence, 
surveillance, reconnaissance and target acquisition operations. It 
captures and transmits high-resolution imagery to a ground control 
station (GCS) through a very low network bandwidth. 

desert hawk rpas
EngInE  Electric motor

WIngSPAn  1.32m  LEngTH  0.86m 

HEIgHT  unknown  WEIgHT EMPTy  n/a

FuLLy LOADED  3.2kg SPEED  unknown

MAx. ALTITuDE  unknown RAngE  Within 10km from   

   ground controller for 75 mins

The system can be used for a variety of tasks, such as force protection 

for convoys and patrols, route clearance, base security, reconnaissance 

or target tracking. It has both day and night time (thermal imaging) 

capability. 

RAF BANDS 
cELEBRATE  
FINEST HOuR
The 70th anniversary of the Battle 
of Britain is the theme of the 2010 
nationwide tour by the Bands of the 
Royal Air Force.

BBC Radio Two broadcasters Alan 
Dedicoat and Lynn Bowles will compere 
the tour, which starts at Newcastle’s 
The Sage on October 23 and takes in 12 
other venues. 

Each concert features one of the three 
main bands of the Service, augmented 
by the big-band sound of the 
Squadronaires plus the Salon Orchestra, 
a quintet of musicians who provide a 
stringed element to the programme.

Wg Cdr Duncan Stubbs, the RAF’s 
Principal Director of Music, will conduct 
a programme which reflects the Battle 
of Britain theme with a selection of 
wartime classics. Concert Tour Manager 
Philippa Hayday-Brown said: “Last year’s 
tour proved the most successful to date, 
with the majority of venues selling out. 

“We hope to build on that success in 
this very important anniversary year, 
whilst at the same time promoting the 
excellent work of our parent charity, the 
Royal Air Force Charitable Trust.”

More information and full concert 
tour venue details are available on the 
website at 

www.airtattoo.com/ 
Concerts_and_Events
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The chance to go on 
expeditions in the uK 
and abroad is 
one of the 
major reasons 
why the Duke 
of Edinburgh’s 
Award remains so 
popular with cadets.  
In fact, in the recent survey of cadets 
and staff (see AIR CADET Xtra online), 
cadets voted adventurous training and 
fieldcraft among their favourite activities, 
and DofE expeditions are a vital part of that 
package.

And for many young people the expedition 
is the most memorable part of their DofE 
programme that also embraces community 
projects and skills training.  

But, as Sqn Ldr Helen Gerrish, the ATC’s 
DofE Development Officer explains, for the 
memories to have a chance of being happy 
ones, “the preparation, planning, training 
and conduct of the expedition need to be 
absolutely right.”

Here, using the case study of a recent 
expedition, the Corps DofE’s Development 
Officer gives you four key aspects to consider 
– points that can be used for any expedition at 
any level.

 
The Team:  When Cdt Sgt John Bland of 2192 
(Appleby) Sqn completed his Silver DofE 
expedition, he decided that he intended to 
do a cycling expedition for his Gold.  Twelve 
months later he did – in France!  So how did 
this come to fruition?

First task:  Find at least another three, 
preferably four, cyclists.  Two fellow cadets, 
Jonathan Bell and Ryan Connelly, joined the 
team as did two young CIs, Paul Clarke and 
Becky Howard-Carter.

 
The Aim:  The team decided to cycle to the 
various military cemeteries, memorials and 
landing sites in Normandy. But within this 
overall aim, each team member had his or her 
own individual aim.

Mode of Travel:  This was dictated by the 
Aim but the practical aspects of a cycling 
expedition had to be considered; bikes, 
panniers, spare parts, repair kit, helmets, 
personal gear, and actually getting the bikes 
there.  

Route Planning:  This was probably one of 
the hardest tasks as the team had to plan a 
route that would encompass all the individual 
objectives, whilst trying to stay on minor roads 
or cycle tracks wherever possible.

Supervision and Assessment:  John Bland’s 
father, Gilpin, an Adult Sgt, was an experienced 
cyclist and well qualified to supervise the 
cycling.   Sqn Ldr Helen Gerrish is an accredited 
assessor and was willing to take on the 
assessment and Lt Col Mike Gerrish, the 
Squadron Chairman and ML holder, assisted 
with the supervision.

Administration:  Each team member took 
responsibility for arranging different parts of 

the assessed expedition 
from ferry bookings to 

booking camp sites.  At the same 
time research had to be done into the 

individual aims.  

Becky enlisted the help of the British Legion 
to find the names of any local Cumbrians 
who had died during the Normandy Landings 
in order to visit their graves and lay poppy 
crosses.  John wanted to follow the route of 
the 101st airborne division. Jonathan and Ryan 
both wanted to see the American cemetery 
and the Mulberry Harbour, whilst Paul was 
interested in Pegasus Bridge.  

However, it wasn’t only the team who had 
to carry out preparations.  Sgt Bland had to 
ensure the bike trailer was fit for purpose 
and that he had all the essential spare parts, 
including his own bike. 

Sqn Ldr Gerrish had to brush up on the 
requirements of a cycling exped which she 
did with the aid of EX2 (which all Squadrons 
should have).  

A recce of the route needed to be done which 
resulted in some last minute route changes 
and various permissions and authorities had 
to be gained from both HQ Air Cadets and the 
DofE Head Office.

Key Messages

Plan Ahead:  Preparation needs to begin 
early – from at least three months for Bronze, 
to a full year for an overseas expedition. 
Participants must be involved in the planning 
and administration of the expedition so that 
they gain ownership.  Learn to let go - adult 
staff are there to help and guide. The Aim 
should be the first stage in the process – 
everything else stems from this.

 
The Squadron training programme starts at 
Bronze level with syllabus training in basic 
expedition training and navigation.  These 
classroom sessions take place over the winter 
months and also include lessons on rucksack 
packing, food and nutrition, First Aid and 
learning how to plan routes and complete 
route cards. Training continues in the Spring 
with campcraft skills, learning how to use 
stoves and day walks to cover practical 
navigation and map reading. 

Once the basics are established, skills need to 
be refreshed and developed – through both 
squadron and Wing training. All five team 
members had progressed from Bronze to Gold, 
and had been through this process.  They also 
carried out additional cycle training for the 
expedition.

Key Messages

Expedition training is (or should be) part of 
normal squadron business.  Additional training 
will be needed for mode of transport. 

 
At least one practice expedition is required at 
each level. In order to maintain the military 
ethos of the expedition, the team planned 
a three-day practice, starting in Shropshire, 
visiting a number of RAF airfields and the 
National Arboretum and finishing at RAF 
Cranwell.  

Whilst a lot of cycling had already been done 
during the training phase, the practice really 
brought it home to the team how much more 
training was required and more cycling was 
planned.

Key Messages

Practice expeditions must be by the same 
mode of travel and in similar terrain to 
the qualifying expedition.  Gold and Silver 
practices must involve at least two nights’ 
camping.  

The team must be involved in the planning 
of the practice, and have the opportunity to 
experience unaccompanied journeying.  The 
period between the practice and qualifying 

expeditions must be long enough to allow 
any issues raised during the practice to be 
addressed. 

Acclimatisation:  A full day was set aside to 
tour the area by car, identify the location of 
camp sites and inspect one or two of the tracks 
they were to cycle on.  The team then practised 
cycling on the opposite side of the road, 
unfortunately in the rain!

Qualifying Expedition:   The route started at 
the British Military Cemetery at St. Charles-
du-Percy and the next four days saw the team 
visiting military cemeteries and memorials 
inland, and landing sites along the coast. They 
were able to identify four graves of Cumbrians 
who had given their lives during the Landings 
and laid poppy crosses on each in a brief but 
moving ceremony.

The expedition was not without mishaps - from 
varying the route where it became impossible 
for one of the bikes, to a pannier coming adrift 

1 preparation 

2 training 3 practice expeditions

4 QualifYing expedition,  

debrief and presentation 

 
 

none of this can happen without the help of 
experienced and qualified staff and the Corps 
has a wide range of training available.  

Sqn Ldr Gerrish has been instrumental in 
providing training for adult staff throughout 
the ATC.  

This started three years ago with the 
introduction of the Modular Training 
Framework comprising four modules: 
Introduction to the DofE, Practical Award 
Leadership, Managing an Award Group and 
Group Work Skills. 

The Introduction to the DofE (IDofE) has been 
delivered to over 1,000 adult staff, both new 
and experienced leaders, and despite its title, 
it serves as a very useful refresher.  

The need for the IDofE became apparent 
when the Expedition Assessor Accreditation 
Course (EAAC) was introduced, which 
requires all expedition assessors to be 
accredited by April 2011.  

In the ATC, completion of the IDofE is a pre-
requisite for attending the EAAC.

And finally a new Expedition Supervisor’s 
Course is now available and, although 

this is not a mandatory course, it is highly 
recommended for those with the relevant 
qualifications, who wish to supervise 
expeditions. 

 This module can sit comfortably in a BEL 
course and provides participants with 
training in the principles and practice of 
remote supervision.

Contact Wing DofE officers for more 
information on these courses which are open 
to all adult staff and instructor cadets.

dofe leader training course
s

leading 
the waY
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It was virtually inevitable 
that Sqn Ldr Sam Tyler 
(ABOVE LEFT) would join 
the Royal Air Force. 
Her father was a WO for the 
Littlehampton based 1087 Arun 
Valley Squadron of the ATC and 
Sam and her sister were the first 
girls to join the Squadron. 

After completing A Levels Sam 
trained as a student nurse with 
the NHS gaining four and a 
half years experience before 
joining the Princess Mary’s Royal 
Air Force Nursing Service as a 
Nursing Officer. 

After undergoing Initial Officer 
Training and being posted to 
the Royal Hospital Haslar, Sam 
served with the Aeromedical 
Evacuation Service on missions 
all over the world.  

This included flights to and 
from Afghanistan in the huge 
C17 globemaster aircraft which 
featured in the recent Channel 4 
documentary Air Hospital. 

Last summer Sam was serving 
in Afghanistan but for most 
of her time with Medivac she 
was based at RAF Lyneham in 
Wiltshire. 

“We were on six hours notice 
to move, get down to RAF 
Brize Norton and load all the 
equipment to set up an intensive 
care unit.”  

Sam says of the challenges she 
faced “ It’s your job, it’s why 
I joined the military. I always 
wanted to do something 
different and challenging.  

“All the time you have to think 
on your feet, if the patient 
becomes ill on route you may 
have to divert the aircraft.” 

On some missions Sam was 
awake for 36 hours. “You are 
running on adrenalin, you try to 
sleep on the way out, but once 
you have your casualty you just 
work.”  

Sam’s current job, in the 
RAF’s recruitment drive for 
nursing staff gives her an ideal 
opportunity to use her previous 
experience to talk to potential 
candidates about life in the RAF 
and what it has to offer. 

Sam said “If you want to work 
in a challenging and dynamic 
environment where you test 
your skills and push yourself to 
the limit then this is the job for 
you. 

“You also need to be fit and are 
actively encouraged to take part 
in sports, with numerous clubs 
and activities on offer, add that 
to opportunities to travel all over 
the world and its hard to beat.” 

THE BEST OF BOTH WORLDS

Fact File
The Princess Mary’s Royal 

Air Force Nursing Service 

recruits Nursing Officers, 

Registered Nurses and 
Student Nurses. 

PAY AFTER ONE YEAR

Nursing Officers -  
£29,950

Registered Nurses - 
£28,130

Student Nurse -  
£23,600

JOINING AGE

Nursing Officer – 23 – 44

Registered Nurse 21 – 32

Student Nurse 17.5 - 32

CATEGORY

Officers and Airmen/
Airwomen

OPEN TO

Men and Women

For more information and 

to check your eligibility, 
search online for RAF 
Careers.

at traffic lights and a hilarious conversation 
with a postman who tried to give the team 
directions with neither understanding the 
other.

The Debrief:   Once the expedition had 
finished in the small town of Carentan, the 
assessor conducted a debrief and established 
that each team member had achieved their 
aim and had made a positive contribution to 
the venture.  

The Presentation:  Once home, the 
team decided how they would give their 
presentation of the venture.  

Becky gave a PowerPoint presentation to 
the British Legion, Ryan gave a very different 
PowerPoint at the Squadron Presentation 
evening, and the other three did written 
reports.  All five accounts reflected the 
individual experiences of each team member.

Key Messages

If the team are travelling to a remote and 
unfamiliar area, at least 24 hours must be set 
aside for acclimatisation in the expedition area. 
The Qualifying expedition must be supervised 
remotely and contact with the participants 
kept to the minimum required for safety.  

Over-supervision takes away ownership. The 
assessor must also keep visits to a minimum, 
one en route check and camp site visit per 
day being the norm. A debrief should be held 
by the assessor immediately the expedition 
ends.  The participants should be given every 
opportunity to contribute fully throughout. 

The assessor should then sign off the Record 
Book or Keeping Track booklet with a positive 
report. Presentations should be arranged after 
the expedition and debrief, and participants 
should be allowed sufficient time to plan this.

eDofE

Cadets and staff throughout the ACO are set 
to benefit, as the Duke of Edinburgh Award 
is now available online.  A new electronic 
management system named eDofE 
will replace old record books and allow 
participants to record their progress online. 

Squadrons will now receive DofE boxes 
instead of the old record book. Within these 
boxes will be new ‘keeping track’ booklets, 
which are to be used alongside the eDofE 
system to record activities in various 
sections of the award. Cadets will have the 
responsibility of keeping track of their own 
records of activity throughout the award 
process. Through eDofE, users will be able 
to download photos, videos, audio clips and 
assessment reports. 

There will also be the facility to upload 
evidence of an activity on to the system, 
allowing a DofE leader to check and 
approve progress. Once all sections have 
been completed at the required level of 
the award, cadets will be able to download 
an achievement pack, including reports, 
photographs and evidence that has been 
uploaded. This will accompany their 
traditional certificate and badge. 

Sqn Ldr Andy Flynn, the Regional DofE 
Officer for Central and East Region, has been 

appointed Project Officer for eDofE. He said: 
“The intention is to roll this out in all of the 
Regions, a Wing at a time. Currently there 
are training courses happening around the 
Corps for squadron DofE leaders to guide 
them through stage by stage, the process 
of setting up cadets and managing their 
award.” 

If you would like to find out more on the 
changes then log onto the DofE website 
http://www.dofe.org

Expedition Assessor

From April 2011 anyone who wants to 
assess a DofE expedition, at any level, will 
have to be an accredited assessor. In order 
to become accredited, staff with the relevant 

outdoor experience and competency, 
will be required to complete a pre-course 

learning module, attend an Expedition 
Assessor Accredited Scheme (EAAS) course 
and a supported assessment. The latter will 
be carried out by an experienced accredited 
assessor.  

Once a member of staff has become 
accredited they will be required to carry out 
at least one assessment per year, and ideally 
two or more, in order to remain accredited. 
The accreditation lasts five years and, 
provided the candidate has remained active 
in expedition work, this will be actively 
renewed.  

Expedition Supervisor Scheme

The Expedition Supervisor Scheme is not 
compulsory but is recommended as good 
practice, particularly as the course covers 
the principles of remote supervision and 
preparing supervision plans. 

Training for Award Leaders

Underpinning all the DofE courses will be 
the Introduction to the DofE (IdofE) course, 
which is essential for anyone who wants to 
run the DofE Award on their squadron.  

It will provide the individual with the skills, 
knowledge and the increased confidence 
necessary to oversee the DofE. Both 
experienced and new leaders, including 
cadets over the age of 16, will be eligible for 
the course. For those wanting to progress 
through the Expedition Assessor Scheme 
or the Expedition Supervisor Scheme, the 
IdofE course will act as a pre-requisite for 
both  courses. 

It is felt that the course will provide 
essential background knowledge required 
to understand the DofE ethos and the 
requirements of such an important role. 
If you want further information on the 
Assessor, Leaders or Supervisors course 
for adult staff then please contact Sqn Ldr 
Helen Gerrish, the Corps DofE Development 
Officer at dea@aircadets.org

pass notes
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five Get Silver In Yorkshire
Five cadet Cpls from 1220 (March) Sqn battled 
through rain and hail to complete their Silver Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award expedition.
The five -  Lauren Arnold, Simon Foster, Steven Pugh, Daniel Lowe 
and Michael Twiddy - travelled to the Yorkshire Dales to complete 
their three-day, 30 mile expedition on foot. The team suffered several 
setbacks on day one of the challenging route which meant they ran 
out of time to reach their planned campsite.  A local farmer kindly 
allowed them to camp overnight in his field.

Days two and three were hampered by bad weather but the team were 
determined to finish the route, which they successfully did an hour 
earlier than scheduled! Afterwards Cpl Lauren Arnold joked: “It was 
only the promise of fish and chips that kept me going!”

Religious 
Festivals
PARYuSHAn - 4th  SEP 2010  (JAInISM)

Paryushan is the most important, 10-day, festival of 
Jainism held at Pajjusana, the solemn season which 
closes the Jain year During the wet season of the 
monsoon period, Jain monks and nuns find a place 
of residence and encourage all householders to live 
a monk’s life for at least 24 hours, meditating and 
fasting (abstaining from food and water). 

On the closing day (SAMVATSARI-PRATIK-RAMAN) 
of this festival every Jain requests his or her friends, 
relatives and neighbours to forgive him or her for 
the past year’s offences. The Jain determines to 
carry no grudge, enmity, hatred, jealousy, or ill 
feeling for any one, over into next year. 

They practice their spiritual values -- Non-
violence, Truthfulness, Non-stealing, Chastity, 
Non-possession (not coveting other people 
or their possessions), etc., being at best, kind, 
compassionate, useful  and respectful to all living 
beings in the world. It is their way to be spiritually 
uplifted, sublimating worldly passions and desires. 
The word Jain is derived from JINA, which means 
‘one who has conquered worldly attachments,  won 
victory of knowledge and is enlightened.

ROSH  HASHANAN - 9th  SEP  2010 (JEWISH)  

The Jewish new Year begins with Rosh Hashanan 
(Head of the year). This day is regarded as god’s 
Creation Day of the world  and His Judgement of our 

all deeds, good and bad. Everybody is supposed to 
look back on mistakes made during the previous year 
and resolve to do better in the year ahead. 

A ram’s horn (a shofar) is blown in the Synagogue 
to remind people to return to God, and the next 
ten days are set aside for self-examination and 
repentance. It is customary to eat apples dipped in 
honey and wish each other ‘a good and sweet year’.

The final, 10th day, of the festival of introspection 
is known as the day of  ‘ATONEMENT (Yom Kippur, 
meaning the holiest day in the Jewish Calendar). 
Prayers, fasting and public confession of sins 
are observed. They wear white robes as  
symbols of purity and of the grave. 
YOM KIPPUR is regarded as an 
annual opportunity for spiritual 
renewal (rebirth).

By Dr Tanaji Acharya    

For comments contact: 
tacharya@hotmail.
co.uk
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Pause For Thought
For many people, Summer heralds a time of change 
– exams are over and the results will affect lives 
in many ways.  All this change – and the wait for 
it - often leaves us feeling a little bewildered.  There 
are so many new things to learn about and new 
ways to try and understand.  What are the most 
important things to do?  

There isn’t enough time for everything!  Within the 
Corps Chaplaincy there is also change; on 10th July 
the Corps Chaplain, Reverend Tom Tait retires and 
the appointment will be taken up by the Reverend 
Alan Barrett (from the Wales & West Region).

Well, this has reminded me of a story about a man 
who lived in the desert.  He would wake up every 
morning and follow his shadow.  So, as the sun 
moved across the sky from east to west the man 
walked in a large oval.  

At sunset he ended up where he had started.  This 
continued for years.  The man walked in circles day 
after day, following his shadow.  One night the man 
heard the voice of God in a dream while he slept.  
The voice told him to stop following his shadow.  
Instead, “Follow the sun,” the voice challenged, “And 
you will experience life as you have never dreamed 
it could be.”

The man thought for many days about his vision of 
God while he continued to walk around in circles 
in the desert.  But one day he mustered up enough 
courage to break away from his shadow.  Little by 
little, step-by-step, the man began to follow the 
sun.  

And he discovered a kingdom that was way beyond 
his wildest dreams and imagination.  Ultimately, he 
became friends with the Son.

So – there’s my answer.  Stop following my shadow 
and follow the Son.  Not too easy, perhaps, but I 
have a prayer that might help:  

Lord, look upon me and take pity on me, 
For at times I am like a sheep. 

Save me from a blind following of the herd. 
Help me to listen to your voice, 
To trust you and to follow you, 

Even if it means leaving the crowd 
And walking a lonely path. 

Lead me from fear to trust, from error to truth, 
From hate to love, from war to peace, 

From despair to hope, and from death to life.  Amen

Rev James Pitkin 
Regional Chaplain, South West Region

HERc HEAVEN
Cadets from 93 (Detached 

Flight) Colerne enjoyed a visit to 
RAF Lyneham recently.  

The visit, hosted by 30 Sqn 
(Engineering), was designed to help 

cadets achieve their BTEC qualification in 
Aviation Studies.  

The tour included a visit to the Servicing Hangar 
and a look around a Lockheed Hercules C-130J 

aircraft. 
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Eyes On The Prize

An instructor cadet with 
Welling air cadets has 
just completed a pilot’s 
scholarship. 

Cdt Sgt Sarah Wilmott, 18, 
from 358 (Welling) Sqn, 
travelled to Tayside Aviation 
flying school in Dundee to 
take the course which was 
sponsored by the Worshipful 
Company of Spectacle 
Makers. 

She completed her first solo 
after around 11 hours’ flying, 
which was described by the 
flying school as “a brilliant 
effort”. 

Her sponsorship is part 
of an effort to involve 
livery companies in cadet 
organisations. Welling’s 
commanding officer, 
Flt Lt Kris Cottier, used 
his connections as an 
optometrist to forge 
a connection with the 
spectacle makers who have 
already approved another 
flying scholarship this year. 

Flt Lt Cottier said: “For many 
cadets, the flying scholarship 
is the pinnacle of their cadet 
career.” 

Paddle Power

Cadets and staff from 3 
Welsh Wing took part in the 
annual 100 mile canoe test 
organised by the BCu and 
Clubs for Young People uK. 

The cadet team was joined 
by 197 other paddlers who 
canoed their way along the 
River Severn, completing 
the 100 mile journey from 
Leighton Bridge, Welshpool 
to Worcester Racecourse.  

Cadets from 2227 (Mid 
Gwendraeth) supported 
by sqn staff as well as 
colleagues from 334 
(Neath) Sqn took part in the 
challenge to raise money to 
support Stephen Beynon, 
who is representing Great 
Britain in the Kayak event 
at the Special Olympics in 
Athens 2011. 

Stephen is the son of canoe 
instructor, Adult Sgt Andy 
Beynon from 2227 Sqn, who 
led all the cadet training 
sessions.
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Netball Hopes High
Yeadon Sqn CWO, Elizabeth Cwilewicz had her first taste of 

competition in her new role as coach to the junior netball team 

at Central and East Yorkshire Wing, when the squad of ten girls 

competed against other Wings in the north Region Championships 

at Pontefract. 

The 13 to 15 year olds showed tremendous effort and 

determination in their matches, gaining them third place. CWO 

Cwilewicz, a student at Leeds University, said: “I was really pleased 

with the squad’s performance. 

“The girls played their hearts out. This is the start of something 

new. I’m proud to see the girls working hard and keen to 

advancing their skills”. 

The squad consisted of Cdt CplJessica Holey and Cdts Louise 

Bracken, Jessica Bradshaw, Natalie Brooker, Sarah Corden, Jessica 

Granger, Madeleine Hann, Lauren Maclintock, Amy Middleton and 

Bethan Wallis. 

It was a special day of celebration for Cdt Cpl Jessica Holey who 

was chosen for the North Region netball team to play in the Inter-

region competition held at Knottingley.

First In  
Their Field
More than 500 
cadets and staff 
from Bedfordshire 
& Cambridgeshire 
Wing gathered 
at RAF Wyton for 
their annual Wing 
field weekend and 
review. 

Teams from 27 
Sqns vied for points in various events including First Aid, aircraft 
recognition, field exercises and drill with cadets from 2331 (St 
Ives) Sqn the eventual winners of the Field Day Trophy. The 
Brackenborough Bowl, awarded to the best female cadet in the 
Wing was awarded to CWO Katherine Sawyer from 511 (Ramsey) 
Sqn, and Cdt Sgt Luke Goodall from 1220 (March) Sqn was 
awarded the Nolan Cup for the best all round male cadet in the 
Wing.

The best all round squadron in the Wing for 2009 and winners 
of the Walker Shield were 2484 (Bassingbourn) Sqn.  The unit 
also collected the Bower and Fanfare Shields, recognising the 
squadron’s musical achievements.  The Citizenship Shield went 
to 207 (Cranfield) Sqn and the Enterprise Trophy was awarded to 
1220 (March) Sqn.

The Davies Shield was awarded to 104 (City of Cambridge) Sqn 
for the best percussion presentation in the Wing and the Banner 
Drill Trophy was awarded to 134 (Bedford) Sqn for the seventh 
successive year.  

The team will now go on to represent the Wing at the Regional 
Drill competition to be held at RAF Wittering in September. The 
sports cadets of the year were named as Cdt K Moniz from 73 
(Huntingdon) Sqn and CWO J Gibbon from 10F (Luton Airport) 
Sqn. A number of awards, recognising long service, were also 
presented to staff.
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